42. (Currently Amended) A disc drive device supporting at least two typoa of reading 
speeds, a high speed and a low speed, capable of driving a disc, reading data from the disc by 
following a read instruction from a host section, and sending the read data to the host section, the 
disc drive device comprising: 

a processing section operable to read, from the disc at one of the reading speeds, the data 
corresponding to the read instruction, and additional information related to the dat^^ 

a determining section operable to determine, based on the additional information, 
whether the read data is Real-time data; 

a storage section operable to temporarily store the read data; and 

a sending section operable to send the data stored in the storage section to die host section 
in predetermined playback timing, herein 

when the reading speed is currentiy the low speed, the processing section keeps the 
reading speed while the determining section determines that the read data is Real-time data. 

43. (Previously Presented) The disc drive device according to claim 42, v^erein 
when the reading speed is currentiy the high speed, the processing section changes the 

reading speed to the low speed when the determining section determines, successively for a 
predetermined number of times, tfiat the read data is the Real-time data. 

44. (Previously Presented) The disc drive device according to claim 42, wherein 
when die reading speed is currentiy the hi^ speed, the processing section changes die 

reading speed to the low speed when a data read error occurs. 

45. (Previous^ Presented) The disc drive device according to claim 42, wherein 
when the reading speed is currentiy the hi^ speed, the processing section changes the 

reading speed to the low speed after a data read error occurs and then a predetemuned condition 
is satisfied. 
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46. (Previously Presented) The disc drive device according to claim 45, wherein 

the predetermined condition is whether data reading has been carried out for a 
piedeteimined number of times. 

47. (Previously Presented) The disc drive device according to claim 45, wherein 

the predetermined condition is whether data reading has been carried out for a 
predetermined period 

48. (Previously Presented) The disc drive device according to claim 42, v^erein 
when the reading speed is currently the low speed, the processing section changes the 

reading speed to the higih speed when the determining section determines that the read data is not 
die Real-time data and when a predetermined condition is satisfied. 

49. (Previously Presented) The disc drive device according to claim 42, wherein 

the disc includes data areas each including a plurality of zones and a gap provided 
between the zones, and when the reading speed is currently the low speed, the processing section 
changes, under a predetermined condition, the reading speed to the high speed while a reading 
head is passmg through the gap, even though the determining section determines that the read 
data is the Real-time data. 

50. (Previously Presented) Hie disc drive device according to claim 48, wherein 

the predetermined condition is whether data reading has been successfully carried out for 
a predetermined number of times after a data read error was cleared. 

51. (Previously Presented) The disc drive device according to claim 49, wherein 

the predetermined condition is whether data reading has been successfully carried out for 
a predetermined number of times after a data read error was cleared. 

52. (Previous^ Presented) The disc drive device according to claim 48, wherein 

the predetermined condition is whether data reading has been successfully carried out for 
a predetermined period after a data read error was cleared. 



53. (Previously Presented) The disc drive device according to claim 49, wherein 

the predetermined condition is whether data reading has been successfully carried out for 
a predetermined period ailer a data read error was cleared. 

54. (Previously Presented) The disc drive device according to claim 42, v^erein 

the additional information is a recording type bit recorded on a header of a sector that 
stores the data 

55* (Currently Amended) A disc drive device supporting at least two typ e s of reading 
speeds, a higjti speed and a low speed, capable of driving a disc, reading data from the disc by 
following a read instruction from a host section, and sending the read data to the host section, the 
disc drive device comprising: 

a determining section operable to determine Aether the disc has Real*time data thereon 
based on specific information stored on the disc; 

a managing section operable to set a flag indicating whether the Real-time data exists 
based on a determination result from the determining section; 

a processing section operable to read, from the disc at one of the reading speeds, the data 
corresponding to the read instruction; 

a storage section operable to temporarily store the read data; and 

a sending section operable to send the data stored in the storage section to the host section 
in predetermined playback timing, wherein 

the managing section sets the flag when the determining section determines that the disc 
has the Real*time data thereon, and 

vAicn the reading speed is currently the low speed, the processing section keeps the 
reading speed while die flag is set. 

56. (Previously Pr^ented) The disc drive device according to claim 55, wherein, 
v/hen the leading speed is currently the hig^ speed, the processing section changes the 

reading speed to die low speed M^ien the determining section determmes, successively for a 

predetermined number of times, that the read data is the Real*time data. 
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57. (Previously Presented) The disc drive device according to claim 55, wherein 
when the reading speed is currently the high speed, the processing section changes the 

reading speed to the low speed when a data read error occurs. 

58. (Previously Presented) The disc drive device accordmg to claim 55, wherein 
v/hen the reading speed is currently the high speed, the processing section changes tiie 

reading speed to the low speed when a data read error occurs and then a predetermined condition 
is satisfied. 

59. (Previously Presented) The disc drive device according to claim 58, wherein 

the predetermined condition is whether data reading has been carried out for a 
predetermined number of times. 

60. (Previously Presented) The disc drive device according to claim 58, wherein 

the predetermined condition is whether data reading has been carried out for a 
predetermined period. 

61 . (Previously Presented) The disc drive device according to claim 55, wherein 
when the reading speed is currently the low speed, the processing section changes the 

reading speed to the high speed when the flag is not set and a predetermined condition is 
satisfied. 

62. (Previously Presented) The disc drive device according to claim 55, wherein 

the disc includes data areas each including a plurality of zones and a gap provided 
between the zones, and when the readii^ speed is cuirently the low speed, the processing section 
chaises, under a predetermined condition, the reading speed to the high speed ^le a reading 
head is passing through the g^, even though the flag is set. 

63. (Previously Presented) The disc drive device according to claim 61, wherein 

the predetermined condition is whether data reading has been success&lly carried out for 
a predetermined number of times after a data read error was cleared. 



' 64. (Previously Presented) The disc drive device accoixling to claim 62, wherein 
the predetermined condition is whether data reading has been successfully carried out for 
a predetermined number of times after a data read error was cleared. 

65. (Previously Presented) The disc drive device according to claim 61, wherein 
the predeteimined condition is M^iether data reading has been successfully carried out for 
a predetermined period after a data read error was cleared. 

66« (Previously Presented) The disc drive device according to claim 62, wherein 
the predetermined condition is whether data reading has been successfully carried out for 
a predetermined period afier a data read error was cleared. 

67. (Previously Presented) The disc drive device according to claim 55, wherein 

the specific information is information representing whether an SLR bit recorded on a 
read-in area of the disc indicates 1 . 

68. (Previously Presented) The disc drive device according to claim 55, wherein 

the specific information is mformation representing whether a DVD_RTAV directory 
specified by the UDF format exists on the disc. 

69. (Currratly Amended) The disc drive device according to claim 55, wherein 

the managing section manages a plurality of flags according to the reading speeds, and 
ean individually-se l sets the plurality of flags so diat at least one of the reading speeds is not 
changed vihen the determining section determines that the disc has the Real-time data thereon. 

70. (Currently Amended) A disc drive device siyporting at least two types of reading 
speeds, a hi^ speed and a low speed, capable of driving a disc, reading data from the disc by 
following a read instniction from a host section, and sending the read data to the host section, the 
disc drive device comprising: 

an extracting section operable to extract, firom the read instnictio n coming from the host 
section, mformation indicating whether real-time playback is to be carried out; 
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' a processing section operable to read, based on the extracted information,-Md firom the 
disc at one of the reading speeds, the data corresponding to the read instruction; 

a storage section operable to temporarily store the read data; and 

a sending section operable to send the data stored in the storage section to the host section 
in predetermined playback timing, wherein 

when the reading speed is currently the low speed, the processing section keeps the 
reading speed vdiile the information indicates that the real-tune playback is to be carried out« 

71. (Current^ Amended) The disc drive device according to claim 70, wherein 

when the reading speed is currently the high speed, the processing section changes the 
reading speed to the low speed when the information indicating that the real-time playback is to 
be carried out-eeme s is extracted successively for a predetermined number of times. 

72. (Previously Presented) The di^ drive device accordmg to claim 70, wherein 
when the reading speed is currently the high speed, the processing section changes the 

reading speed to the low speed when a data read error occurs. 

73. (Previously Presented) The disc drive device according to claim 70, wherein 
when the reading speed is currentiy the high speed, the processing section changes the 

reading speed to the low speed when a data read error occurs and then a predetennined condition 
is satisfied. 

74. (Previous^ Presented) The disc drive device according to claim 73, wherein 

the predetermined condition is whether data reading has been carried out for a 
predetennined number of times. 

75. (Previous^ Presented) The disc drive device according to claim 73, wherein 

the predetermined condition is whetiier data reading has been carried our for a 
predetermmed period. 
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" ' 76. (Previously Presented) The disc drive device according to claim 70, wherein 

when the reading speed is currently the low speed, the processing section changes the 
reading speed to the high speed when the information does not indicate that the real-time 
playback is to be carried out and a predetermined condition is satisfied 

77. (Previous^ Presented) The disc drive device according to claim 70, wherein 

the disc includes data areas each including a plurality of zones and a gap provided 
between die zones, and when the reading speed is currently the low speed, the processing section 
changes, undo* a predetermined condition, the reading speed to the high speed v^le a reading 
head is passing tfirough the gap, even tfaou^ the information indicates that the real-time 
playback is to be carried out. 

78. (Previously Presented) The disc drive device according to claim 76, wherein 

the predeteimined condition is whether data reading has been successfully carried out for 
a predetermined number of times after a data read error was cleared. 

79. (Previously Presented) The disc drive device according to claim 77, wherein 

the predetermined condition is whether data reading has been successfiilly carried out for 
a predetermined number of times after a data read error was cleared. 

80. (Previously Presented) The disc drive device according to claim 76, wherein 

the predetermined condition is whether data reading has been successfully carried out for 
a predetermined period afta- a data read error was cleared. 

81. (Previously Presented) The disc drive device according to claim 77, wherein 

the predetermined condition is whether data reading has been successfully carried out for 
a predetermined period after a data read enor was cleared. 

82. (Previously Presented) The disc drive device according to claim 70, wherein 
when an inter&ce to the host section is ATAPI, a streaming bit of a read command is 

used as the information indicating Aether the real-time playback is to be carried out. 
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